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Rapid Testing 
Expansion of Expiration Dates for Controls 
OraSure Technologies, Inc. has informed us that future shipments of controls will have 
a longer expiration date once they are opened.  Future shipments can be used for 56 
days after opening.   
 
REMINDER 
If you have an OraQuick preliminary positive: 
¾ Please note “OraQuick Preliminary Positive” on the top of the lab slip. 
¾ Please contact your State CTR contact to notify them of the positive. 

 
Program Evaluation Monitoring System (PEMS) 
We are currently waiting on CDC to determine the new implementation dates for the 
CTR portion of the application.  State staff has been working with our Office of 
Information Systems to make the transition as seamless as possible.  
 
OraSure Pilot Project 
NECAC Family Planning in Hannibal collected 18 specimens during the 2nd Quarter.  All 
specimens were negative.  The specimens were collected from high-risk clients in the 
clinic setting.   
 
HIV/STD Risk Assessment 
As part of the preparation for PEMS, the state CTR and STD staff have been working on 
revising the current HIV risk assessment.  The revision will include PEMS variables as 
well as testing history questions that will be needed for the Incidence Project.  Once the 
draft document is completed, it will be sent out to the Lead Agencies for review and 
comments. 
 
Incidence Project (STARHS) 
HIV Incidence Surveillance began on July 1, 2005, in two regions of Missouri.    DIS in 
northeast and southwest Missouri are collecting the additional test history information 
required for STARHS until the revised HIV risk assessment is distributed.  Currently, we 
are able to include HIV positive specimens from the SPHL. 
 
Scan Forms/Reports 
Please remember to address all scan forms and reports to Amy Forbis.   
 
 



Accountability Report 
Attached to this newsletter you will find an accountability report that we are 
implementing effective immediately.  This report will not take the place of the Rapid 
Testing Log, but will need to be submitted in addition to it.  This report will take the 
place of the OraSure Accountability Report that you have been using.  These reports 
will need to be submitted from you and your subcontractors/sites.  It is the 
responsibility of the Lead Agency to make sure that these forms are submitted on time.  
They are due by the 15th of the following month and can be faxed or completed 
electronically and emailed to Amy Forbis.   
 
STD/HIV Prevention Satellite Broadcast Videos Available 
The CTR Program currently has available STD/HIV Prevention satellite broadcast videos 
that can be borrowed to view.  The broadcasts were titled, “Emerging Trends:  STD 
Treatment and Body Piercing” (2004), “Rapid Testing:  Advances for HIV Prevention” 
(11-18-04), and “PCRS for HIV Prevention” (04-21-05).  If you would like to borrow any 
of these, contact Rachel Figard at 573-751-6124.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Hepatitis Videos Available 
The Hepatitis Program currently has available hepatitis videos suitable for use as part of 
a presentation and/or showing in clinic waiting rooms.  The videos are titled, "The 
Invisible Threat" (12 mins.), "The Silent Stalker" (12 mins.), and "Respect Yourself, 
Protect Yourself" (for teens, 9 mins.).  Any one who would like to receive a copy of any 
of the videos can contact Scott Carson or Rachel Figard at 573-751-6124. 
 
Perinatal Hepatitis B Program 
The Perinatal Hepatitis B, HIV, and Congenital Syphilis team will be conducting 
inservices on perinatal hepatitis B, HIV, and congenital syphilis in August and 
September 2005.  The goal of the workshops is to facilitate early identification of infants 
at risk, for a better outcome in preventing perinatal hepatitis B, HIV, and congenital 
syphilis transmission, by educating health care and public health workers about the 
importance of screening pregnant women and implementation of timely prophylaxis and 
interventions.  There is no charge for the training.  A registration form is attached for 
your convenience.  Please contact Libby Landrum, Perinatal Hepatitis B Coordinator,  at 
573-751-6439 or libby.landrum@dhss.mo.gov if you have questions concerning this 
training. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Syphilis Outbreak Status Update 
As of June 30, St. Louis City has reported 32 cases of early syphilis.  26 cases were in 
males, 18 of the 26 occurred in self-identifying MSM and of those 18, 16 were 
previously HIV positive.   



A Syphilis Health Alert was issued in Kansas City on June 14.  In the first five months of 
2005, Kansas City has reported 39 cases of early syphilis compared to 39 cases 
reported for all of 2004.   
 
Community Syphilis Elimination Advisory Group (CSEAG) Meetings 
CSEAG meetings will be held on August 11, September 8, October 13, November 10 
and December 8.  All meetings will be held at Harris-Stowe State College in St. Louis. 
 
Eastern District Syphilis Elimination Coordinator Position Filled 
Rhonda Boykin has been hired as the Syphilis Elimination Coordinator in Eastern 
District.  Rhonda has worked as a DIS for St. Louis City, St. Louis County and the 
Eastern District.    
 
For more information on the outbreaks or CSEAG meetings, please contact Melissa 
VanDyne, State Syphilis Elimination Coordinator, at (573) 751-6129. 
 
 
 
 
 

Missouri CTR* Report 
2nd Quarter 2005 

(Blood and Oral based on SPHL reports. Rapid based on site reports.) 
  # Tests # Positive 

April- Blood 1,439 12 
April - Oral 382 4 

April - Rapid** 232 3 
TOTAL 2,053 19 

    
May - Blood 1,500 5 
May - Oral 422 2 

May - Rapid** 204 2 
TOTAL 2,126 9 

    
June - Blood 1,773 18 
June - Oral 503 10 

June - Rapid** 314 2 
TOTAL 2,590 30 

    
QUARTERLY TOTAL 6,769 58 

*CTR sites include those sites funded for CTR services and the agencies they 
subcontract with or provide testing supplies to (41 sites) 
** 9 Rapid Testing Sites 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
SPHL Staffing Updates 
Dana Strope was selected to fill the position vacated by Richard Walkenbach.  Allen 
Hedrick retired effective June 30.  Jeremy Wilson was selected to fill his position. 

 
 

STATE PUBLIC HEALTH LAB CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Dana Strope 
dana.strope@dhss.mo.gov 
 
PH:  573-751-0633 

Technical questions on test 
procedures 
Test result interpretation 
Problems obtaining supplies 

Jeremy Wilson 
jeremy.wilson@dhss.mo.gov 
 
PH:  573-751-0633 
 

SPHL Rapid HIV Testing Contact 
Technical questions on rapid HIV test 
procedures 
Rapid test result interpretation 

Sonya Henson 
sonya.Henson@dhss.mo.gov 
 
PH:  573-751-0633 

Statistics 

Bonnie Ahart 
bonnie.ahart@dhss.mo.gov 
 
PH: 573-526-3799 

Questions on courier schedules 

Linda Herigon 
linda.herigon@dhss.mo.gov 
PH:  573-751-4599 

Ordering supplies 
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August 17  
Rapid HIV Testing Training – Jefferson City 

August 18 PCRS Training – Jefferson City 

September 1 & 2 
 
Community Planning Group Meeting – Jefferson City 

 
 
 
 
 

State CTR Program Contact Information 
 

Ingrid Denney 
CTR Coordinator 

ingrid.denney@dhss.mo.gov 
Ph: 417-895-6909 

FAX: 417-895-7443 
Cell:  417-234-4328 

 
CTR policies/procedures 

HIV Laws and Rules 
 

 
Amy Forbis 

CTR Evaluation Manager 
amy.forbis@dhss.mo.gov 

Ph: 573-751-6119 
FAX: 573-751-6447 
Cell: 573-619-2337 

 
Data and statistical needs 

Quality assurance visits/questions 
 

 
Cheryl Blaise 

Education and Prevention Specialist 
cheryl.blaise@dhss.mo.gov 

Ph: 660-385-1755 
FAX: 660-385-6214 
Cell: 660-384-1363 

 
Trainings provided by MDHSS 

 
Rachel Figard 

Senior Office Support Assistant 
rachel.figard@dhss.mo.gov 

Ph: 573-751-6124 
FAX: 573-751-6447 

 
Assign counselor and site numbers 

Contact for training registration 

 
Stephanie Fitzpatrick 

Office Support Assistant 
Stephanie.Fitzpatrick@dhss.mo.gov 

Ph:  573-522-9071 
FAX:  573-751-6447 

 
Contact for scan forms (ordering, 

scanning) 



 
 
 
 

2005 STD/HIV Training Course Update 
 
 
The training courses offered have been updated to reflect the changing environment of 
STD/HIV counselor needs and to include the integration of hepatitis into HIV 
Prevention.  The following are course descriptions.  The training calendar for 2005 
follows on the next page. 
 
HIV Prevention Counseling (HPC)  
Formerly Fundamentals of HIV Prevention Counseling, this course is designed to 
develop a counselor’s proficiency in conducting HIV Prevention Counseling.  The focus 
of this course is to enable counselors to more effectively support clients to 1) identify 
their personal HIV risk behavior and circumstances; 2) identify specific risk reduction 
goals; and 3) develop a realistic, personalized action plan to achieve these goals.  One 
unit of this course will focus on hepatitis and other STDs and how they are related to 
HIV transmission.  A pre-requisite for this course is basic HIV knowledge. 
 
Oral Test Method (OTM) 
This course prepares participants to collect oral specimens for HIV antibody detection 
and to educate clients about the oral test method.  Participants will build skills in 
specimen collection by performing an oral test.  A pre-requisite for this course is 
attendance at HPC training and an approved plan to use this method of testing. 
 
Partner Counseling and Referral Services (PCRS) 
This course is designed for selected staff in agencies that deliver positive HIV results to 
clients.  The curriculum focuses on services for individuals recently diagnosed with HIV 
and their sex and needle-sharing partners.  Participants will build skills in partner 
elicitation, partner counseling and referral service provision.  A pre-requisite for this 
course is HPC and participants must be registered by the counseling, testing and 
referral site (lead agency) in their area of the state. 
 
HIV Rapid Test Method 
This course prepares the participant to collect oral or blood specimens for rapid HIV 
antibody detection.  A pre-requisite for this course is HPC and PCRS and participants 
must be registered by the counseling, testing and referral site (lead agency) in their 
area of the state. 
 
 
 
Registrations 
All registrations must go through the Section for Communicable Disease Prevention 
staff, with priority given to contracted agencies with the Missouri Department of Health 
and Senior Services.  All courses have limited space available and are offered free of 
charge.  Registration deadlines will be strictly adhered to, so early 
registration is recommended. 



 
 

 
 
 

2005 STD/HIV Training Calendar 
 
HIV Prevention Counseling and Oral Test Method 

Dates City Location Registration 
Deadline 

September 12, 13, 
14, 2005 

Independence, 
MO 

Northwest District Health Office 
3717 Whitney Avenue 

August 29, 2005 

October 5, 6, 7, 
2005 

Springfield, MO Southwest District Health Office 
1414 W. Elfindale 

September 19, 
2005 

 
 
 
 
Partner Counseling and Referral Services** 

Dates City Location Registration 
Deadline 

August 17 and 18, 
2005 (will also 
include Rapid 
Test Method 

Training) 

Jefferson City Missouri Department of Health 
and Senior Services 
930 Wildwood Drive 

Birch Conference Room 

August 1, 2005 

November 2 and 
3, 2005 (may 

include Rapid Test 
Method Training if 

needed) 

Jefferson City Missouri Department of Health 
and Senior Services 
930 Wildwood Drive 

Oak Conference Room 

October 17, 2005 

** Prerequisite – HIV Prevention Counseling 
 
For information or to register for these trainings, please call Rachel Figard at the 
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, Section for Communicable 
Disease Prevention at (573) 751-6124 or 1 (866) 628-9891.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Louis Metro HIV Counseling & Testing

5535 Delmar 
East Annex, 2nd Floor, Room 203 

St. Louis, MO 63112 
PH:  314-879-6468 

Contact:  Jannis Evans 
evansj@stlouiscity.com 

 

 
Kansas City Health Department 

2400 Troost 
Kansas City, MO 64108 

PH:  816-513-6074 
Contact:  Latrice Parker 

Latrice_Parker@kcmo.org 

 
Columbia-Boone Co. Health Dept. 

1005 W. Worley, PO Box 6015 
Columbia, MO 65205-6015 

PH:  573-874-7536 
Contact:  Bill Monroe 

BKM@gocolumbiamo.com 
 

 
Springfield-Greene Co.  Health Dept. 

227 E. Chestnut Expressway 
Springfield, MO 65802 

PH:  417-864-1303 
Contact:  Robin Hilburn 

Robin_hilburn@ci.springfield.mo.us 

 
St. Joseph-Buchanan Co. Health Dept. 

904 S. 10th 
St. Joseph, MO 64503 

PH:  816-271-4725 
Contact:  Brenda Griffin 

bgriffin@ci.st-joseph.mo.us 
 

 
SE Health Education & Risk 

Reduction 
413 Poplar, PO Box 1324 

Poplar Bluff, MO 63902-1324 
PH:  573-686-5283 

Contact:  Rhonda Wilkes 
seherr@imsinternet.net 

 
Joplin City Health Department 

513 Kentucky 
Joplin, MO 64801 

PH:  417-623-6122 
Contact:  Paula Wallace 
pwallace@joplinmo.org 

 

 
AIDS Project of the Ozarks 

1901 E. Bennett 
Springfield, MO 65804 

PH:  417-881-1900 
Contact:  Tina Bennett 

tinabennettapo@yahoo.com 

 
Kansas City Free Health Clinic 

3515 Broadway 
Kansas City, MO 64111 

PH:  816-777-2769 
Contact:  Jamie Stevens 

jamies@kcfree.org 
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